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T
he Shuttleworth 
Collection held its first 
2017 season airshow 
at Old Warden on  
7 May, a cool but 

mainly sunny Spring Sunday. 
With its magnificent garden-
party atmosphere, outstanding 
line-up of aircraft and unique 
flying display formula, it could 
not fail to please the large 
crowd that attended. 

Following the opening display 
by Matt Dearden in Plain 
Sailing’s Duxford-based PBY-5A 
Catalina, a good variety of the 
Collection’s aircraft were 
airborne including WWI Sopwith 
Pup, Bristol Fighter and 
repaired Sopwith Triplane Dixie, 
inter-war Hawker Demon, Fauvel 
AV36 and EoN Primary gliders, 
and the Polikarpov Po2. The 
Lysander ended the programme. 
As is now customary the 
afternoon’s flying had a popular 
theme running through it — a tribute to 
legendary pilot Alex Henshaw, with many 
of the aircraft types that he flew 
between 1932 when he gained his PPL, to 
his retirement in 1948.

Born in November 1912, Henshaw was 
given a DH60 Moth by his father in 1932 
and quickly became involved in air 
racing and aerobatics, flying a Comper 
Swift, Hawk Major, Leopard Moth and 
Arrow Active before moving on to the 
Mew Gull in which he won the King’s Cup 
Air Race in 1938. The following February, 
flying Mew Gull G-AEXF, he made an 
amazing 12,754-mile round trip to Cape 
Town in 4 days 10hrs 16 mins, a record 

he held until September 2010. From the 
start of WWII he was a test pilot with 
Vickers Armstrong before becoming 
Chief Test Pilot at Castle Bromwich. 
where it is estimated he flew ten per 
cent of the Spitfires and Seafires built. 
Post-war he moved to South Africa 
where he was a director of Miles Aircraft, 
the company then manufacturing 
Airvans, Messengers and Geminis at 
home. He returned to England in 1948 
and never flew again as pilot in charge; 
he died on 24 February 2007 aged 94.

Needless to say Mew Gull G-AEXF, 
along with David Beale’s replica G-HEKL 

and Shuttleworth’s 
Comet G-ACSS featured 
in the flying display, as 
did the DH60X Moth 
G-EBWD. Keith 
Dennison flew Peter 
Vacher’s beautifully 
restored Leopard Moth 
G-ACMA for its public 
debut, in which it was 
accompanied by 
Shuttleworth’s  
Tomtit K1786, both 
being wartime 

‘communications’ types that Henshaw 
flew. Unfortunately the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight had not yet received its 
Public Display Authorisation so Flt Lt 
‘Parky’ Parkinson in Spitfire LF XVIE 
TE311 was restricted to three flypasts. 
Sadly the aircraft didn’t look its best as 
it had an overall dark undercoat, being 
part-way through repainting to represent 
TD240 flown by 131 (Polish) Wing. So it 
was left to John Romain, flying the 
IWM’s Spitfire IA N3200 to remind us of 
Henshaw’s tremendous wartime 
achievements. Having been accompanied 
by Stu Goldspink in Shuttleworth’s Sea 
Hurricane IB Z7015 and Frank Chapman 
in Hurricane Heritage’s Mk I R4118 for 
some initial passes, he performed 
graceful manoeuvres to show the 
Spitfire’s classic lines to an appreciative 
audience. Two more wartime trainers 
and communications aircraft — BAE 
Systems’ Avro 19 and a Dragon  
Rapide — took to the air. The solo display 
by Mark Miller in his Rapide G-AGJG was 
absolutely stunning. Signifying the end 
of Alex Henshaw’s flying career, Miles 
Messenger G-AKIN and Gemini G-AKKH 
gave lively performances, the latter 
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watched appreciatively by owner Sir 
John Allison.

As ever there was much to see on the 
ground, including two aircraft that were 
part of the Alex Henshaw tribute — 
Shuttleworth’s Comper Swift G-ACTF 
and visiting Vega Gull G-AEZJ. Parked 
alongside these was Steve Carter’s rare 
Ryan SCW-145 VH-SCW. One of only 
eleven built, it arrived from Australia 
last September and is staying through 
this summer visiting air events around 
the UK. Unfortunately a rather gusty 
wind prevented Shuttleworth’s earliest 
aircraft from flying. 

New this year in the public area were 
many more stalls and activity centres 
such as Youth & Education Support 
(YES), part of the Shuttleworth Trust’s 
education initiative, in the Discovery 
Zone. Here volunteers including pilots, 
showed young people how you can 
design and build simple ‘flying 
machines’.

The Shuttleworth Collection’s 
Premiere Air Show has set the bar 
high at the very start of the season 
and is promising for displays ahead 
over the summer. For details see  
www.shuttleworth.com

Steve Carter’s rare Ryan SCW-145 VH-SCW, a long way from its home in AustraliaSir John Allison watched his Miles Gemini displayed in the Henshaw tribute

Seen here with ‘Anson’ G-AHKX, Mark Miller gave an exceptional display in his RapideBBMF Spitfire LF XVIE TE311 looking unusual with its overall dark grey undercoat

Peter Vacher’s restored Leopard Moth G-ACMA making 
its debut accompanied by Shuttleworth’s Tomtit K1786

Henshaw’s Cape flight Mew Gull G-AEXF and 
the DH88 Comet G-ACSS perform a flypast

Shining in the afternoon sun the Shuttleworth Collection’s Lysander brings the airshow to a close

Sponsored by Air BP.

Air BP, a rich history  
of fuelling flight.
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